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terial objects, and see what to common sight is
called invisible.

A. This is all mysterious, and if you will allow
me the freedom, we should call it all cant and un-
intelligible.

Dr. I know it very well; and we, on the other
hand, call your discourse empty and insignificant;
for that you neither understand what you say, nor
say what you might easily be taught to understand;
and if a man enlightened in this superior manner,
comes to talk with you, and would instruct you a
little, you presently fly out, and cry a magician, a
conjurer, that he has a familiar, and deals with the
Devil; this was not always so.

A. This brings me to my first question, sir, ex-
actly, namely, whence is the original of what you
call your sublime practice, and where and when did
it begin ?

Dr. I could run you back, sir, to its original, and
give you the history of it, but 'twould be too long.
I doubt your want of patience.

A. My curiosity is too great to let me want
patience.

Dr. Well, I'll give you an abridgment then of
it, thus ; Before the deluge, when the antediluvians
had the blessing of longevity, to the number of al-
most a thousand years, we have many testimonies
of their conversing, not only with the spirits of the
invisible world, but with the great life of spirit, the
Being of beings; and if we can deduce anything
from consequences, divine spirits daily illuminated
the minds of mankind, and conveyed all useful
science to them, and that to such a degree as has
never been attained to since, by which all the most
exalted parts of both natural and supernatural
knowledge were conveyed into their understandings.

A. They had, without question, a superior genius
in the antediluvian state, far above what we have